
A quiet hero who flies like
an eagle
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[/dropcap]wo very inspiring and uplifting things have happened
around Warrnambool in the past few weeks and a woman by the
name of Julie Eagles has been at the centre of both.

Julie, pictured left, with Alice Ugle, was one of the key
organisers  of  the  hugely  successful  150th  anniversary
celebrations of the Framlingham Aboriginal Reserve that last
month saw hundreds of people enjoy a day of Koori culture,
history  and  pride  in  a  community  that  is  only  30km  from
Warrnambool, but which many people had never visited before.

The anniversary event changed all that and Julie, together
with  Alice  and  the  rest  of  the  organising  team,  artists,
musicians, volunteers and supporters, created something very
special that people are still talking about – and hope is
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repeated, if perhaps on a smaller scale.

Running  alongside  the  Framlingham  event  has  been  Julie’s
ongoing  volunteer  work  as  a  community  campaigner  to  save
Warrnambool’s heritage, including the Fletcher Jones silver
ball and the best of the former factory site.

[dropcap style=”color: #dc943c;”] J [/dropcap]ulie, as part of
the Warrnambool Planning and Heritage Group and more recently
the Save the Silverball and Fletcher Jones Gardens group, has
lobbied for more than two years to see positive steps taken
toward saving this site and, last week, it was finally sold to
a developer who, it appears, is sympathetic to its heritage.

At the very least, Julie has been pivotal in ensuring the
heritage aspects of the FJ site are now front and centre of
the public discussion and many eyes are watching to see what
unfolds: quite an achievement after 10 years of buck-passing
over the landmark.

To be an agitator in a regional city is not easy, but Julie
manages to educate, motivate and empower people toward taking
a stand by stating the simple facts and offering alternative
ideas.

For this, and her sheer determination to keep fighting, she is
our Quiet Hero.

[box]  Julie  will  receive  a  coffee  and  cake  voucher  from
Rocksalt, Port Fairy, and we have another coffee and cake
voucher  for  Alice  Ugle  from  The  Pavilion,  Warrnambool.
Thankyou to Rocksalt (Bronwyn and Sarah) and The Pavilion
(Mary-Ellen and Jon) for supporting our quiet heroes.[/box]
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[box  type=”bio”]  If  you  know  somebody  who  you  think  is
deserving  of  a  Quiet  Hero,  please  email  us  at
editor@bluestonemagazine.com.au[/box]
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  Meet our other Quiet Heroes…

 

Warrnambool’s own Laverne and Shirley

Giving voice to the Portland community: Hilary Endacott

Helping mend broken family ties: Jenny Fawcett

Lost history finds loyal following: Lost Warrnambool

Australia Day awards – did we forget someone? Vicki Jellie

Oh Possum, you’re a hero in the heat: Nalini Scarfe
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Fletcher  Jones
recommendations:

THE WARRNAMBOOL PLANNING AND HERITAGE GROUP:

[dropcap  style=”font-size:  60px;  color:  #DC943C;”]  R
[/dropcap]ecommendations  to  council:

 

i) Council and Heritage Victoria to conduct a survey of the
Fletcher Jones site in Warrnambool to consider the current
condition and integrity of its state heritage listed aspects.
The  survey  should  re-examine  what  remains  of  the  most
significant aspects of the site to the local community and to
the state. We would like to see Heritage Victoria and Council
take a proactive role with the owner (present or future) to
find a solution for renewal of this site and a way to share
the stories attached to this site. Examples of best practice
and processes for renewal of similar sites could be used to
inspire recommendations for options and incentives to ensure
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it has a viable, vibrant future.

ii). Council and Heritage Victoria to provide funds for a
current  structural  assessment  of  the  Fletcher  Jones  water
tower  (locally  called  the  Silver  Ball)  with  a  view  to
determining a schedule of repair and maintenance works (and
their cost) to ensure this state heritage listed structure is
safe and viable for the next 50 years.

iii). Council and Heritage Victoria work with the Jones family
to develop a social history project that tells the Fletcher
Jones story and connection in Warrnambool.

The Warrnambool City Council’s response (as listed 9/12/13):
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[/dropcap] number of buildings and features within the site
are  listed  on  the  Victorian  Heritage  Register  (VHR)  as
significant.

Council is interested in working with the current landowner,
or any future landowner, to ensure that significant elements
of the site are properly protected and managed. Council is
also interested in ensuring that any future redevelopment of
the site involves renewal and moves away from its historical
manufacturing past.

A structural assessment of the former water tower (silver
ball)  was  undertaken  in  2004.  The  assessment  identified
rectification works including replacement of hold down bolts
on the south-western column, and removal of ladder and water
pipe. The assessment also recommended a painting program to
protect the tower from further corrosion.

In 2010, the bolts were replaced, and the water pipe and
ladder  were  removed.  It  is  unknown  whether  the  painting
program has been implemented.

Council  officers  will  continue  to  work  with  the  current



landowner, or any future landowner, with a view to update the
2004 structural report and identify any further matters that
may need addressing.

The  former  Fletcher  Jones  factory  is  clearly  of  social
significance to Warrnambool and the State of Victoria. There
will many people within the community who have strong links to
this site. It is becoming increasingly important that these
stories are captured and shared.

Council  officers  will  investigate  funding  opportunities  to
undertake a social history of the site (involving the Jones
Family, former factory workers and members of the community).
These stories will assist in the preservation of important
elements of the site and in any future redevelopment of the
site.

* * *


