Artery 1s pumping and here’s
what’s next..

The Artery is pumping — and about to get even bigger.

Warrnambool’s own Laverne and
Shirley

[dropcap style="font-size: 60px; color: #A5CECD;"”] S
[/dropcaplhirley Handley and Brownyn Greene are two
Warrnambool friends who are rarely seen apart when it comes to
spreading a little joy in people’s lives.
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The pair, who met through their local church, volunteer to
visit people who may be sick, lonely or just in need of some
company for an afternoon, be they in hospital, in an aged care
home, or in their own home.

Their cheerful, smiling personalities are infectious and it is
rare day when Shirley, in particular, is not armed with a
quick joke or a funny one liner.

Between them, they bring light to the lives of those who are
often forgotten, isolated or finding it hard to cope with
daily life, including people struggling with addictions, and
they never judge, or try to change anyone: they are just there
to listen.

Philosopher Alain de Botton, on his recent tour of Australia,
talked about how the mainstream news media has an obsession
with the wrong sort of celebrities and that ordinary people
who do good, simple deeds should instead be celebrated.

So, using Alain’s approach, we celebrate Shirley and Bronwyn
as our Quiet Heroes: in our eyes, they are the “Laverne and
Shirley” of Warrnambool who bring much-needed good humour and
fun to every day lives.

[box] Shirley and Bronwyn will receive a coffee and cake
vouchers from Lozzars Lounge Cafe, in Warrnambool. Thankyou
Lozzar’s for supporting our quiet heroes.[/box]



https://www.facebook.com/lozzarsloungecafe?fref=ts

rip Meet more of our Quiet Heroes..

Giving voice to the Portland community: Hilary Endacott

Helping mend broken family ties: Jenny Fawcett

Lost history finds loyal following: Lost Warrnambool

Australia Day awards — did we forget someone? Vicki Jellie

Oh Possum, you're a hero in the heat: Nalini Scarfe

Keeping the spirit of
Fletcher Jones alive
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Pleasant Hill in its prime in the 1970s. Image:
Corangamite Regional Library Corporation.
Copyright 2004.

It says a lot about the importance of the Fletcher Jones
gardens to Warrnambool that even though the Raglan Parade
factory has fallen silent and into disrepair, the gardens
continue to hold on.

“Pleasant Hill” was once a major tourist attraction for the
city, with busloads of visitors pulling up to the kerb and
pouring out to take photographs, while locals all have their
favourite memories of the beautifully landscaped gardens: the
fish pond, the stepping stones, the wishing well, the sun-
warmed cement turtle, the archways, the mosaic ‘basket’ garden
bed, the tall man in the white trousers who advertised
Fletcher Jones menswear.

The gardens were established over a period of years after
Fletcher Jones first selected the site — a disused quarry —
for his factory in 1948. And while they are a shadow of what
they were in their prime, when up to eight full-time gardeners



were employed, the fact they are maintained at all is quite
incredible.

----------

Fletcher Jones gardens volunteers: Lester Campbell
(Left), Philomena Headen, Don McLean and Lex
Caldwell.
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week: Lex Caldwell, who oversees the gardens in exchange for
living in a cottage on site, and a small, rotating team of
volunteers who turn up each Tuesday morning to weed, mulch,
mow or do whatever else needs to be done.

When we visited, the volunteer crew included Don MclLean,
Lester Campbell and Philomena Headen who were hard at work
weeding one of the garden beds and picking up bits of broken
glass.

Imagine how the place would look without them?



[box]The FJ gardens crew will receive a coffee and cake
voucher from Lozzar’s Lounge Cafe, 52a Kepler St Warrnambool.
Thankyou to owners Loretta and Phil for supporting this week’s
Quiet Heroes.[/box]

l'l Meet some of our other quiet heroes..

Tackling a hidden terror: Pat MclLaren

A life-changing adventure: Schoolies with a Cause

A winner for Woodford: Tania Ferris

United we stand — Wbool Uniting Church

Kylie Thulborn — pushing boundaries
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