The beat goes round and round
for Spinners
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It's all about the vinyl: Toni Jenkins is among a group of
Spinners in Warrnambool who meet four times a year to
share their love of music..played on record players.

[dropcap style="color:#DC943C;"”] I [/dropcap]t began as a good
idea for a housewarming party that has taken on a life of its
own as a regular rug-twisting, hip-swinging, good-time-
guaranteed-get-together for a group of friends who love LPs.

If you know what the acronym LP stands for, then you are off
to a good start to be a “Spinner”: a person who loves
listening to actual vinyl records rather than CDs, MP3s or
digital downloads.

“It is the sound — the richness and quality of the sound — and
when you hear it again after not having heard it for a long


https://www.the-terrier.com.au/the-beat-goes-round-and-round-for-spinners/
https://www.the-terrier.com.au/the-beat-goes-round-and-round-for-spinners/

time, it is wonderful,” explains the founder of the Spinners
in Warrnambool, Claire Jennings.

Claire inadvertently started the Spinners when planning her
housewarming party in 2011 — a year after she had moved in -
and decided that because she was a year late with the
festivities, the party had better be something out of the
ordinary. Why not set up a stereo and play some records?

“But I didn’t have a record player and I didn’t have any
records — I had nothing,” Claire throws out her hands and
laughs.

Tribute Night

A night of vinyl records to say goodbye to
Mick and the Team at Capricorn

Saturday 20th Sept, 8pm

[dropcap style="color:#DC943C;"”] T [/dropcap]lhe solution was
to borrow a couple of turntables and ask the guests to bring
along their favourite records to “spin a set” in a seamless
transition between one turntable and the other, just as DJs



used to do when Claire and her friends were in their teens.

“I organised for a bit of a practice-run a month before the
actual party, just to see how it would work, and the few
people I invited ended up dancing all night..I basically ended
up having two housewarming parties,” Claire says.

Like all memorable nights, the talk the next day was all
around “we must do that again!”

So they did.
And then they did it again.

And now a core group of around 12 people meet four times a
year, with other “Spinners” included by invitation-only, to
play their 25-minute “sets”, enjoy some food and, if they feel
like it (which they usually do), to dance.

“To hear Smoke on the Water again on vinyl after so many
years, well, it’s just magical,” Claire says, adding that she
loves rock and roll and is a mad Beatles fan.



The record-breaking cake stand that
1s used by the host of each
Spinners’ night to serve the
snacks.

[dropcap style="color:#DC943C;"”] S [/dropcaplpinner Toni
Jenkins said the group reignited her passion for music — she
has eclectic taste from The Cure, to Janis Joplin, Bette
Midler and just about anything from the 80s — and that there
is a particular joy that comes from hearing great songs.

“There are still songs out there that you have never heard
before and, every now and then, someone will come up with an
absolute gem,” she says.

Toni admits she has her favourite Spinners — Roy Reekie, Paul
Sheehan — who can keep her on the dance floor for most of the
night.

“To dance through a whole set of about 10 songs is not for the



faint hearted,” she laughs.

A few rules have been added in recent times, such as playlists
being written down rather than chosen at random, and each
Spinner bringing their own glass and taking their shoes off at
the door, just to save on dishes and floor damage.

In the end, however, it is still all about the music.

“The songs represent a particular time and a particular era —
it is our history — and there is great joy in being completely
immersed in that again,” Toni says.

Songs and artists from another era are brought back
to vivid life through the Spinners nights 1in
Warrnambool.

[box] The Spinners are hosting a farewell and tribute night to
Warrnambool’s legendary Capricorn Records and owner Mick
Fitzgerald (who is a Spinner) on Sept 20 at the Ozone Roonm,
Warrnambool Hotel. Tickets are $10 from Long Gone, 115 Fairy
St, Warrnambool. [/box]
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After 35 years, Capricorn Records will leave the
Warrnambool 1landscape later this month..but not
without a send-off.

[dropcap style="color: #a02f2f;”] T [/dropcap]lhe closure of
Warrnambool’s iconic Capricorn Records later this month will
not pass without an encore.

A limited-ticket, public tribute to the iconic record shop -
which opened 35 years ago when records were still records- is
being planned for Saturday night, September 20 at the Ozone
Room, Warrnambool Hotel.

The tribute will be hosted by the Warrnambool Spinners, which
is a fluid but enthusiastic collection of locals loyal
to vinyl records who regularly get together to spin selections
from their collections and dance until the early hours.

Capricorn Records owner Mick Fitzgerald is a Spinner, but he
had no idea the tribute night was being planned and, to those
who know Mick, he is not one for leaping into the limelight —
unlike one of the people he physically resembles, Mick Jagger.

But as one Spinner told Bluestone, this tribute is not
actually about Mick, it’s about Capricorn Records.



The shop has has been integral to the local live music scene
and in broadening the musical tastes of those who grew up
buying the “latest Top 40 single” and coming away with, at the
very least, subliminal exposure to the Rolling Stones, Dylan,
Van Morrison or whoever else was being played on the shop
turntable at the time.

The Capricorn Records shop windows reflect its wide-
ranging collection of stock: if you can name even half
these faces, you are a potential Spinner in the making.

[dropcap style="color: #a02f2f;”] M [/dropcap]ly how times have
changed, but Mick knew the writing was on the wall.

When Bluestone — before we were Bluestone — visited his shop
back in the early 2000s, he spoke about the emergence of mp3
players and digital music. Then along came streaming..

Capricorn eventually moved out of its Liebig St 1location,
which was previously Kris Kerr Records (and is now Kathmandu),
into the much smaller Koroit St store.



But even that shop has proven too big for the seismic shift in
how we buy and consume music. It is impossible to stop change,
but it doesn’t mean we can’t mourn the passing of an era.

Capricorn Records will close on September 26.

[box] There will be only 100 tickets available to the
Capricorn tribute night, at $5 per head. As a Bluestone
reader, you have early access to tickets before they are
offered to the wider public. Simply email
royreekie@googlemail.com and say you read it in Bluestone to
reserve a place.[/box]
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