
Our quiet heroes: the Holden
club

Graeme, Peter and Jack from the Western
Victoria Holden Club, with Glenn at his
50th.

[dropcap  style=”font-size:  60px;  color:  #A5CECD;”]  O
[/dropcap] UR choice of quiet hero for this week is a very
personal one, based on my brother Glenn’s recent 50th birthday
party.

Reaching 50 years of age is a significant milestone for Glenn,
who  has  Down’s  Syndrome,  so  his  party  needed  something
special.

This is where the members of the Western Victoria Holden Car
Club come in.  I contacted the club through its president,
Peter Dunn, to see if I might be able to hire a car to arrive
at Glenn’s party and, maybe, take him for a short ride.

The group had a club event already scheduled for that day,
but, despite this, Peter called around and organised for two
of the most beautiful, restored Holdens (a Sandman panel van
and a Holden FC) to be available.
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Glenn’s  face  lit  up  when  they  arrived,  but  he  was,
unfortunately, unable to ease himself out of his wheelchair
and into the front seat of the Sandman.

No problem: Graeme, the car’s proud owner, scooped him up and
put him in.

And around the block they went. In fact, several blocks.

The club refused to take any payment, so we instead made a
donation to Down’s Syndrome Victoria as part of its everyday
hero campaign.

This club is certainly made up of everyday heroes.

[box type=”bio”] If you would like to know more about the
Western Victoria Holden Club, check out its Facebook page
here.[/box]

Who are our other quiet heroes?

 

Caring for the environment

The Warrnambool artist

The face behind Fifteen Minutes of Fame

Embracing diversity

The musician 
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Our  quiet  heroes:  those
looking after nature

Ann  and  Stella  from  Warrnambool  Coastcare
Landcare.

[dropcap  style=”font-size:  60px;  color:  #8F9F59;”]  O
[/dropcap]ne of the many beautiful things about living in
South-West Victoria is the wild environment that surrounds us,
from the ocean, to the rivers, the estuaries and the native
bush.

While we are so fortunate to have access to such natural
beauty, there is a legion of volunteers who are doing their
bit to keep it that way and to reduce the environmental impact
of humans.

South-West Victoria is home to several well-established and
active environmental groups, including Friends of Merri Marine
Sanctuary, Making a Difference for the Merri, Friends of Ralph
Illidge  Sanctuary  and  the  Warrnambool  Coastcare  Landcare
Group.

It is the latter that we have chosen as our hero of the week
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after finding two of its members – Ann and Stella – hard at
work digging out weeds and knee-high grass from an area known
as Harris on Merri, near the Rail Trail in South Warrnambool.

We  reckon  that  getting  down  on  your  hands  and  knees  and
weeding for several hours in order to make a public space more
beautiful is worthy of reward: if only the small one that we
offer. Thankyou Ann and Stella, and all those like you.

If you would like to know more about landcare groups in the
area, the Basalt to Bay Landcare Network is a great place to
start. Check their website here.

[box] Bluestone Magazine is donating a voucher for coffee and
cake  to  each  of  our  quiet  heroes.  This  week  it  will  be
Lozzar’s Lounge Cafe, 52A Kepler St, Warrnambool.[/box]

Who are our other quiet heroes?

 

The artist

The face behind Fifteen Minutes of Fame

Embracing diversity

The musician 

Thriving on flower power
Andy and Debbie Doeven live the kind of life that most people
only fantasise about while staring out the window from their
desk job. It has been more than 20 years since the pair
decided to uproot from suburban Melbourne and start afresh …
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All I need is the air that I
breathe…
Each week we post a gem from Gumtree – the online buy, sell,
swap site – that is odd, unusual or just plain different. Most
items are/were for sale in South-West Victoria or not far
beyond.

This week is one that I posted on Facebook some time ago, but
it is worth retrieving for Bluestone Magazine, as it remains
one of the most original:

[box] Tub of clean crisp country air, collected from my farm.
You can breath easy today with this limited item !! Can post,
but as I am out in the country it may take a couple of days to
ride horse into town. For those city folk wanting an escape to
the country but don’t have time. Bring the country to you with
this very limited offer. Only 1000 available at this stage. $9
a tub.[/box]

 

 

Don’t miss our other Gumtree gems…
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Always check the auto-correct!

Too short for this Hill’s Hoist

12 things for $12

Can’t afford a real horse?

Tangled up in blue..stone!
If you have been following this section, you will know that
given we are called Bluestone, we thought it only fitting that
each week we dig out a track that has the word ‘blue’ in its
lyrics or title.

What better way to start the working week than with some
sensational music?

It doesn’t come any better than this: lyrics by Bob Dylan,
performance by the Indigo Girls – Tangled up in Blue. It is a
truncated version, so not the full eight minutes it usually
runs for…
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(We have chosen this version to save you having to watch the
Youtube ads)

Catch up on our other blue tunes…

Emmylou Harris: Blue Kentucky Girl

Etta James: Misty Blue

Flunk: Blue Monday

Linda Ronstadt: Blue Bayou
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