
Young creatives: Bronwen Rose
and ugly beauty
Young Creatives: Emerging artist Bronwen Rose.

All  in  the  family  for  FJ
Christmas picnic
The Fletcher Jones Christmas Picnic will see artist Damian
McDonald joined by his daughter, Minapre, in what will be
their first stall together….

Warrnambool  trader  levy
poised for defeat
The votes are in on the controversial Warrnambool traders levy
…

Why  I  am  running:  Michael
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McCluskey, Indpt

There is not just one vet running for South-West Coast at
the next state election. Independent Michael McCluskey
plans to bring his science and economic skills to the
political arena. Image: Supplied.

[box]In the lead-up to the Nov 29 state election, Bluestone
Magazine invited candidates from the three major parties –
Liberal, ALP and Greens – to tell us why they were running for
the seat of South-West Coast. Michael McCluskey is an
Independent candidate who contacted us with his response to
this same question. He has chosen a question and answer
style.[/box]

[dropcap  style=”font-size:  60px;  color:  #A5CECD;”]  W
[/dropcap]hy  have  you  decided  to  run?  

I have held a long term frustration with the way our political
system  operates,  particularly  in  regard  to  the  lack  of
science-based,  ‘bigger  picture’  thinking  amongst  our
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politicians. The quote ‘A statesperson thinks about the next
generation whilst a politician thinks about the next election’
rings very true to me.

What skills do you believe you can offer the community and the
electorate? 

I  believe  my  diverse  background,  in  particular  my  strong
grounding in science, would be an invaluable asset to our
current political system. Initially I worked as a dairy farm
hand for 3 years before joining the Federal public service as
an Employment Officer.

After leaving this role I then went to spend the next 24 years
as a veterinarian, serving the agricultural industry and then
later the equine (horse) industry. I have also completed extra
university study with units in Psychology and Economics, and
obtained  entry  into  the  Australian  College  of  Veterinary
Scientists.

What are the main issues affecting our community?  

I believe the main issue affecting us is the level of violence
within the community. Until we more effectively deal with this
issue  our  four  main  well  beings  –  economic,  social,
environmental and animal well being – will never realise their
full potential.



Violence in our community, including family
violence,  must  be  tackled  if  we  are  to
progress  across  a  range  of  areas.  Image:
www.stylemagazine.com.

[dropcap  style=”font-size:  60px;  color:  #A5CECD;”]  W
[/dropcap]hat  other  issues  are  important  to  you?   

Health care– Currently our pets and racehorses receive access
to  a  better  healthcare  system  than  what  most  humans  do,
particularly in relation to surgery waiting lists. A well
funded and wisely operated health system, with timely access
to needed care will bring greater economic and social well
being both in the short and long term.

Education– If we look at any community throughout the world
there is little doubt access to education is a key determinant
of  how  well  a  society  functions,  both  economically  and
socially.  Whether  one  takes  a  trade,  university  or  other
creative pathway, we need to do all we can to maximise access
to these pathways, including restoring the TAFE system.

Public transport– an efficient, well funded public transport
system, along with the provision of quality roads will produce



a significant boost to the economic, social and environmental
well being of all our communities.

Fracking for natural gas mining– the known short term and
unknown  long  term  risks  associated  with  injecting  many
millions  of  litres  of  chemically  laden  fluids  into  the
ground/aquifers  outweighs  the  potential  benefits.  It  took
politicians nearly 80 years to acknowledge lead in petrol was
harmful to our children. For the sake of our grandchildren we
can’t afford to wait another 80 years on this issue.

[dropcap  style=”font-size:  60px;  color:  #A5CECD;”]  W
[/dropcap]hy didn’t you run through a political party? 

My concern is once in the party system, the ability to speak
one’s mind and act with one’s head and heart can be stifled,
which for me defeats the purpose of being in politics in the
first place. If we can’t vote with our conscious on every
issue,  are  we  really  being  true  to  ourselves  and  to  our
electorate?

How can we fund these important issues you have raised? 

Reducing wastage within our system is one key component. $100
wisely spent is better than $1000 poorly spent. Tapping into
some of the billions of dollars entering our superannuation
system presents an opportunity as well. It would help fund
vital projects in healthcare, education and public transport,
as well giving super funds a safe, alternative asset class in
which to invest in. In the ‘chase for yield’ there is already
concerns about asset prices being pushed beyond fair value due
to pent up investment demand.

[button link=”http://the-terrier.com.au/subscribe-2/”
type=”icon” icon=”heart” newwindow=”yes”]Bluestone is aiming
for 500 subscribers. If you enjoyed this story, please click

here to become one![/button]



You might also enjoy…

Why I am running: Thomas Campbell, the Greens

Why I am running: Roy Reekie, ALP

Behind  the  spin,  W’bool
business is losing heart

The former Sam’s Warehouse store at Bayside Plaza is one
of  many  shops  lying  empty  in  Warrnambool’s  CBD  and
beyond,  reflecting  the  steady  decline  in  business
confidence.

OPINION
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[dropcap  style=”font-size:  60px;  color:#A02F2F;”]  Q
[/dropcap]uite  a  bit  has  been  written  about  the  latest
Warrnambool Business Confidence Survey that tests the pulse of
local businesses, but nobody has been prepared to say that it
reflects a city in deepening trouble.

The spin put on the 2014 results by the Warrnambool City
Council is that business confidence has “stabilised”, in that
the  steady  decline  since  2011  has  levelled  out  and  while
things are not good, at least they are no worse than last
year.

And while nobody wants to be the bearer of bad news, this is a
bit  like  saying  that  the  Titanic  is  still  sinking,  but
it’s going down more slowly.

Statistics are hard to make sexy, but the number crunchers at
Deakin  University  who  analysed  the  results  of  the  344
respondents  don’t  mince  words.

They found what they call “a highly statistically significant
difference” between how Warrnambool businesses feel about the
future compared to those in other Victorian regional cities
like Ballarat, Bendigo and Geelong.

The difference was this: in 2011, 63% of local businesses felt
they were either faring ‘good’ or ‘excellent’ compared to
other cities, but in 2014 only 49% felt this way, which was a
further slide from 55% in 2013 and 58% in 2012.

The researchers consider this “a continual and significant
decline” but us lesser mortals might just call it terrible.



The latest business survey reflects a lack of confidence
in  Warrnambool’s  outlook  compared  to  other  regional
cities.

[dropcap  style=”font-size:  60px;  color:  #A02F2F;”]  A
[/dropcap]t the same time, in 2011 only 11% of businesses
described their future as looking fair or poor. This year,
that figure has almost doubled to 21%.

Again, this is not good news.

The survey also revealed “a significantly worsening trend”
when it came to business owners looking at opportunities for
further investment in their business in the next 12 months.
More than half (51%) said that their prospects were low to
very low.

Then  there  was  the  sobering  response  to  this  very  simple
question:

“What is your confidence in Warrnambool’s business environment
over the next twelve months?”



In 2011, 43% of people said high to very high. This year, that
number had almost halved to only 24% and another 26% said “low
to very low”, with the rest feeling pretty average.

Is this what we aspire to for our beautiful city? To have
business  confidence  levels  that  are  low  to  very  low,  or
average?

Sails flapping in the wind: the struggling Bayview
Plaza reflects a much larger problem facing the
city.

[dropcap  style=”font-size:  60px;  color:  #A02F2F;”]  T
[/dropcap]he  sense  of  melancholy  is  not  just  confined  to
retailers – the business professional and commercial services
industry is as equally distressed.

In 2011, a cheerful 77% of people working in this field felt
either  “good”  or  “excellent”  compared  to  their  regional
counterparts, but this has since tumbled to just below 50%.

But  even  they  look  upbeat  compared  to  the  service,
electricity, gas, construction and wholesale sector. Again, in
2011, a healthy 71% of respondents said they felt “good” or



“excellent” – today that has plummeted to only 30%.

All of these figures might be interpreted by spin doctors as
signs  of  “stability”,  but  they  can  be  more  truthfully
described  as  pretty  shocking.

And this is where we get to the troublesome part, because when
the council refuses to name up the reality of the sentiment
out there in the wider businesses community – as revealed by
their own surveys – then nothing is done to confront it and
change it.

Instead,  the  issue  is  reduced  to  fact  sheets  and  media
releases that tell us things are “stable” and we all breathe a
sigh of relief and move on, because to point out the problems
leaves  you  exposed  to  claims  of  being  negative,  or  “only
making it worse”.

Yet none of us can avoid the obvious signs of decline: like
the ‘for lease’ signs all over town, the loss of locally owned
businesses that have been around for decades, the vacuous
arcades that cannot be filled, the depressing state of Bayside
Plaza with its vandalised toilets, and its torn shade sails
flapping in the wind over Merri St.



[dropcap  style=”font-size:  60px;  color:  #A02F2F;”]  W
[/dropcap]hat is needed is not a head in the sand approach,
hoping things might just right themselves, but a wide-ranging,
open, community discussion on what is not working, why and how
we can all work to improve it.

It is not as simple, unfortunately, as whacking traders with a
new promotional levy or sprucing up two blocks of Liebig St.

While the Liebig St upgrade is a welcome rejuvenation of at
least  one  part  of  the  main  street,  it  is  a  little  like
reupholstering the lounge chairs on the Titanic.

The harder questions to ask and to answer are those like
these:

* what sort of retail mix do we want in the CBD and how can we
encourage this mix?

* are commercial rents too high compared to other regions?

* what can be done to assist more small business start-ups?

* would more people shop in the CBD if there was free, timed



parking?

*  do  the  almost-empty  arcades  need  to  be  remodelled  or
removed?

* how can local businesses be assisted to sell online? (Only
46% do and this has not changed in four years.)

I would like to see the council host a Warrnambool 2020 forum
where we map out, as a community, a vision for our CBD by 2020
and  how  we  can  all  work  together  (business  operators,
landlords, the council, thinkers, artists) to start turning
the boat around before even more passengers jump ship.

[box]You can download the full Warrnambool Business Confidence
Survey here (2mb) and the council’s media release here.[/box]
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Sucking the wind out of Portland’s sails

Fun4Kids: the missing bits

Fun4Kids faces axe after cost blowout

We reveal the ‘mystery man’ behind $20m apartments

Granny’s Grave buried in bureaucracy

All words, no funding, for Fletcher Jones story

Grappling with the work of a predator

Unravelling the mystery of art commissions

http://the-terrier.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Business-Survey-2014-Deakin-University-data.pdf
http://the-terrier.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Business-Survey-2014-Deakin-University-data.pdf
http://the-terrier.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Media-Release-Business-confidence-steady-1.doc
http://the-terrier.com.au/2014/11/09/sucking-the-wind-right-out-of-portlands-sails/
http://the-terrier.com.au/2014/11/03/fun4kids-the-missing-bits/
http://the-terrier.com.au/2014/10/22/fun4kids-faces-axe-after-cost-blow-out/
http://the-terrier.com.au/2014/10/17/the-mystery-man-behind-20m-apartment-plan/
http://the-terrier.com.au/2014/10/11/grannys-grave-buried-in-bureaucracy/
http://the-terrier.com.au/2014/09/19/all-words-no-funding-for-the-fletcher-jones-story/
http://the-terrier.com.au/2014/09/13/grappling-with-the-work-of-a-predator/
http://the-terrier.com.au/2014/08/17/unravelling-the-mystery-of-public-art-commissions/

