
Always  check  the  auto-
correct!
Each week we post a gem from Gumtree – the online buy, sell,
swap site – that is odd, unusual or just plain different. Most
items are/were for sale in South-West Victoria or not far
beyond.

This week, a lesson in why it is always worth checking the
auto correct spelling on your Gumtree app.

What should have read: “Deep Fryer. In box. Hardly used. $15.”

Instead said this:

[box] Deep Tryer in Bedroom. Hardly Used. $15.[/box]

Deakin’s pay-to-park farce
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A sold-out footy match? No, it is the free parking
around the oval at Deakin, Warrnambool, where students
would rather park and walk to avoid a $6 a day fee. It
is only open in dry weather.

[dropcap  style=”font-size:  60px;  color:  #8F9F59;”]  R
[/dropcap]egional  universities  are  vital  to  the  small
communities  they  serve,  in  terms  of  providing  quality
education,  but  especially  for  the  continued  economic
development  of  those  regions.

They educate local people, mostly young people (and in so
doing help keep them in the towns they know) and provide many
jobs.

Students have to work hard (there is a huge drop off rate in
the first year) and most try to balance study with part-time
paid  work,  often  difficult  to  secure  in  regional  areas.
Indeed, trying to encourage young people to stay and study in
Warrnambool was a key topic in the recent election for Wannon.

Most students struggle financially during this time, so it
seems unbelievable that a regional university would choose to
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make going to university any harder.

Deakin University’s Warrnambool campus, despite being on the
outskirts of town, charges students the same fee to park their
cars ($6 a day or by the hour rates) as students at its
Melbourne and Geelong-based campuses. To make matters worse,
it  provides  a  solitary  ticket  machine  at  the  Warrnambool
campus which leads to long snaking queues of cars (backing up
to the railway station 500m away) at peak times.

[box] There is little argument in city campuses charging for
parking, as there is limited space and the public transport
system is usually close at hand: there are viable and cheap
options for students who do not want to pay.[/box]

Could this be South-West Victoria’s hardest working
parking ticket machine?

[dropcap  style=”font-size:  60px;  color:  #8F9F59;”]  T
[/dropcap]he Warrnambool campus offers free parking of a sort
(when it is not raining)! It allows students and staff to park
for  free  around  the  edge  of  its  football  field.  It  is
currently closed because of wet grounds, causing another spike
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of complaints and a return to long lineups for the single
ticket machine.

You might ask, why don’t students just use the train service?
 After all, it is cheaper and better for the environment.

The $1.15m train station, built in 2006, is only useful it you
want to turn up to the campus at 5.35am or 5.20pm (from west
to east).  Practically useless. A bus service is scheduled to
arrive at the campus from its W’bool rounds at 8.45am, but our
contacts  say  it  is  often  late  and  therefore  students  are
reluctant to take the risk.

[box]  It’s  important  to  know  that  not  all  regional
universities  charge  their  students  for  the  ‘privilege’  of
parking a car to attend lectures or study.[/box]

[dropcap  style=”font-size:  60px;  color:  #8F9F59;”]  M
[/dropcap]onash  University  in  Gippsland,  where  I  recently
worked, did not charge students a cent to park at its regional
campus in Churchill,despite there also being a bus service to
the campus. Staff and students at that regional campus were
provided with free and plentiful parking.

Parking has been an ongoing issue at the Deakin campus for two
years.  There  have  been  protests  since  2011  about  the
university’s  money  grab.

In 2011 the Vice Chancellor Professor Jane den Hollander said
in  an  email  to  staff  that  she  knew  the  pay  to  park
arrangements  would  “upset  some  students  and  staff  but
subsidising  car  parks  was  costing  the  university’s  core
business”.

“I trust that you will take some time to consider these new
arrangements  in  the  light  of  the  need  to  reduce  Deakin’s
carbon footprint, to release more funds for Deakin’s teaching
and  research  activities,  and  to  keep  pace  with  other
institutions who are also working hard to reduce the demand



for on-site car parking,” she wrote.

[box] She said the changes also aimed to reduce demand for
parking on campuses and encourage staff and students to adopt
“sustainable  transport  alternatives”  like  public
transport.[/box]

Clearly, that position has not changed, even though the VC
would now know of the poor public transport options for the
Warrnambool campus. We are not the first to call for the
university to act and support it regional staff and students,
and do away with its pay-to-park farce.

Losing it, with Marie Bean

Local  author  Marie  Bean  takes  a  realistic  look  at
keeping fit.
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EXERCISE IS ONE OF THOSE THINGS that sounds really great,
until you have to do it.

If only getting fit – and staying that way – was as easy as
buying all of the right gear. Unfortunately having the best
jogging shoes and sexiest running top is only the start: you
still have to use them.

Which is why this week’s book choice by Warrnambool Books
really appeals to us.

This is what Michaelie Clark, from Warrnambool Books, has to
say about her selection:

Hot  on  the  (jogger-shod)  heels  of  the  UK  tour  of  Lazy
Runner comes the release of Lazy Loser, the second book by
local-born author and health & fitness guru, Marie Bean.

Confronting  weight-loss  myths  and  diet  fads  head-on,  Lazy
Loser offers sustainable and practical strategies and advice
for implementing simple, effective and enjoyable changes to
lifestyle and mindset.

Lazy Loser examines Australia’s food, exercise and body image
mentality to evaluate where the real problems lie; it breaks
the population into ‘temptation categories’ and then suggests
realistic approaches to overcoming weight issues long-term.

Best of all, this is done in Marie Bean’s entertaining and
down-to-earth style: “There is no magic bullet to weight-loss.
I wish there was and it came coated in chocolate, but alas,
there is not.”

(No chocolate-coated solution? Damn – Carol)



Please visit Warrnambool Books on Facebook for regular
updates on new releases.

 

Pick  a  Pickled  Pelican  in
Portland
One  of  the  many  great  things  about  the  wonderfully  named
Pickled Pelican in Portland is that you can try it at any time
of the day…
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Hey, hey, Heywood

Harris Rosenbloom’s original store in Heywood, now the
Heywood Town and Country store.

By Carol Altmann

[dropcap  style=”font-size:  60px;  color:  #DDCE8D;”]  T
[/dropcap]ravelling from Warrnambool to Adelaide, it is easy
to bypass Heywood because it takes that extra bit of time and
effort to detour into the main street: but it is worth it.

Heywood has less than 1400 people, but what it lacks in size,
it makes up for in character, such as that found at the
Heywood bakery.

The Heywood bakery, like many small town bakeries, offers old-
fashioned service, homemade scones and good coffee with the
sort of enthusiasm and cheerfulness that makes you think they
are living in the best place in the world, and maybe they are.

The  bakery  is  right  in  the  main  street,  Edgar  St,  which
crosses the picturesque Fitzroy River and has a sweet little
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picnic area right on the riverbanks. Across from the bakery is
the historic former Heywood primary school, now used as the
town library, which has been restored and looks gorgeous.

When it comes to history, however, it is hard to beat the
building which houses Heywood Horse and Country, also in the
main street.

Denise Farrugia outside the reproduced facade of the
Rosenbloom store.

[dropcap  style=”font-size:  60px;  color:  #DDCE8D;”]  T
[/dropcap]he  original  bluestone  building  dates  back  to  at
least 1854, which is when Heywood became a town, and was
operated as a general store by a Mr Avery.

In  1862,  the  business  was  bought  by  Heywood  pioneer  and
merchant Harris Rosenbloom, who emigrated from Poland in 1857
and died a very wealthy man in 1887.

The Harris Rosenbloom rags-to-riches story has fascinated the
current owner of the building, Fred Wilson (from Kaz’s Googs,
Bluestone Magazine 2/11), who has set about recreating and
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restoring as much of the original building as possible since
taking it over from Foodworks.

The southern wall is the original bluestone that has been
sandblasted and restored, while Fred built a new bluestone
wall at the rear to recreate the Rosenbloom façade.

“Unfortunately I couldn’t touch the front due to building
regulations, so I have made a replica at the back,” he said.

Harris  Rosenbloom  went  on  to  make  his  fortune  through
sawmilling and, in addition to his shop, owned two sawmills
that employed 40 men. When he died, he had an estate worth
more than £20,000, at a time when the weekly wage was £2.

Many of the goods he sold in his store are, in their modern
equivalent, sold by Heywood Horse and Country today: hats,
bridles, horse feed, boots and buckles.

The former Heywood Primary School building: part of the
town’s rich history.

Denise Farrugia opened the business earlier this year and,
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like Fred, appreciates the deep history of the building.

“It is wonderful what Fred has managed to do. This was a
condemned building at one point,” she said.


